Management of acute respiratory infections by mothers in the community.
Home treatments are important in the management of acute respiratory infection (ARI). In order to examine how urban mothers in Lahore, managed ARI, a study was carried out within 1-km radius of a teaching hospital. A total of 50 mothers who had at least one child aged 2 months-5 years with an ARI from each of three settings-a lower class locality, a middle class locality and the outpatient department of the hospital were interviewed during the winters of 1992-93. A substantial proportion of mothers, particularly those from the lower class locality (44%), did not use home treatment for acute respiratory infection. The majority of mothers indicated that they would not use home treatment if their child had an ARI in the future. The importance of home treatment has to be introduced into the community probably by programmes conducted by health professionals.